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Changes in the Economy

• Increasing impact of economic data on the pocket 
book

• Increasing use of the internet
• Global integration of markets
• Increasing demand for “news” by media
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Resulting Changes in Customers’ Needs

• More data
• More accurate data 
• More timely data 
• More easily accessible data
• More easily understandable data
• More consistent and better integrated data
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BEA’s Responses – Actual & Planned

• More data:
– Expansion of level of detail throughout the 

accounts
– Expansion of the scope of selected programs 
– New analytical and supplemental tables
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BEA’s Responses – Actual & Planned

• More accurate data:
– Development of new source data
– Development of new concepts
– Development of new statistical methods
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BEA’s Responses – Actual & Planned

• More timely data:
– Posting all data to the Web site at release time
– Acceleration of the release of a wide range of 

economic indicators
– Increase in the periodicity of selected data
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BEA’s Responses – Actual & Planned

• More easily accessible data:
– Redesign of the Web site July 2003
– Increased number of interactive tables
– Developing new interactive data search and 

retrieval tools
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Web site
prior to 
July 2003
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New
Web site
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Upcoming
Web site
page
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BEA’s Responses – Actual & Planned

• More easily understandable data:
– New communications strategy which recognizes 

different audience groups and utilizes several avenues 
of communication

– Redesign of tables

Target Audiences Forums for Communication
General press
Business press

BEA Publications - Survey of
   Current Business

Informed users BEA Web site
General public Media

External presentations
External articles
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BEA’s Responses – Actual & Planned

• More consistent and better integrated data:
– Improvements between BEA’s accounts
– Improvements between BEA and other U.S. 

accounts
– Improvements between U.S. and international 

accounts
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Future Improvements

• Process of collaboration with:
– NABE, COPAFS, AEA, CSI, and other 

associations
– BEA Advisory Committee
– Other federal statistical organizations
– Media
– Policy offices
– Congress and legislatures 
– International organizations


